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CANDIDATE NAME: Wayne New, District 10 

1. Do you have a personal connection with historic preservation?  

District 10 has the largest number of historic districts and home in the city, which is one of the 

most valued assets in our neighborhoods.  I have supported many times the designation of 

recommended historic home designations at City Council hearings, and I am presently working 

with the North Capitol Hill Neighborhood on two potentially historic homes that may be 

demolished by development construction.  On a really close personal note, even though I have 

not lived in an historic home, my wife’s grandmother had a nationally registered historic home in 

Savannah, GA which I have visited and admired many times.  If the question is addressing any 

personal relationship with any staff member of Historic Denver, then I do not. 

 

2. What is your favorite example in Denver (or in your district) where historic preservation, 

economic redevelopment and strategic reinvestment were successfully combined to create 

something new? 

One neighborhood preservation supported home at the intersection of 1600 Colfax and Franklin 

was threatened by a development project that would have removed the home and several 

buildings on Colfax for a high-rise development.  Through a collaborative process with CHUN, 

Historic Denver, the developers, architects, and neighborhood residents, a creative design was 

produced that saved the home, developed an 8 story residential building, restored or developed 

retail space on Colfax, and then produced a large open plaza type space in the middle of this 

entire development.  It surely was a win-win situation for all concerned and clearly demonstrates 

what can be accomplished when all parties work closely together.  

3. Neighborhoods across Denver are facing intense development pressure, and Denver’s 

population is expected to increase in the decades to come.  What specific ideas do you have to 

balance new infill with our historic built environment?  

Where zoning allows, preserving and allowing historic homes for multi-residential and 

commercial use continues to be popular and attractive for specific neighborhood areas.  Where 

commercial and residential use, such as restaurant and retail services, conforms with 



neighborhood character, has community support, and does not conflict with zoning, then it could 

be a way to increase residential housing and also provide neighborhood retail support within a 

historic structure.  Also, where ADUs are allowed and fits on a historic property, it could be 

another source of housing. 

 

4. Identify the most critical historic preservation challenge/opportunity in your district.  At-Large 

and Mayoral candidates: you can pick anywhere in the city.   

 

The current inventory of potentially historic homes that is being conducted will be a great source 

of data upon which to guide planning and development.  In the East Central Neighborhood 

Planning Initiative which addresses planning for six improvement neighborhoods surrounding 

Colfax Avenue, this inventory will be critical in developing a transition area plan for historic 

property within one to two blocks of Colfax.   

 

5. Please finish this sentence: “I believe historic preservation in Denver can be strengthened by….” 

I believe historic preservation in Denver can be strengthened by standing strong on and 

enhancing the historic preservation criteria and requirements that are presently being discussed 

and evaluated by a City Task Force. 

  



 

Extra & Optional: Show us in 1 or 2 images what historic preservation means to you.   

 

 

 


