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CANDIDATE NAME:  Blair Taylor, City Council District 8 

 
1. Do you have a personal connection with historic preservation?  

 
Yes, I graduated with a BFA and MFA from the Savannah College of Art & Design. 
Savannah, Georgia is a beautiful and old city with rich history and distinct architecture. 
Living in a city that values its history so much that the tourism industry depends on it, 
the residents, even college students, have an appreciation and interest in preserving the 
character because it embodies so much of the city. I completed classes in the Historic 
Preservation program because of my interest in architecture and we worked on urban 
renewal projects in the city. 
 

 
2. What is your favorite example in Denver (or in your district) where historic 

preservation, economic redevelopment and strategic reinvestment were successfully 
combined to create something new?  
 

 
The redevelopment of the Rossonian Hotel in Five Points is the good current example of 
a development project with the purpose of historic preservation. This project, led by 
former Nuggets star Chauncey Billups, is restoring the culture and character of the 
Rossonian, continuing its legacy as a Jazz Club as well as incorporating a new boutique 
hotel. This type of integration restores what makes our neighborhoods so unique and 
the direction we should forge with similar partnerships along other vibrant corridors in 
our growing city. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.  Neighborhoods across Denver are facing intense development pressure, and Denver’s 
population is expected to increase in the decades to come. What specific ideas do you 
have to balance new infill with our historic built environment?  

 
Many of the corridors, like Colfax, which are identified as areas to redevelop to manage 
the expected growth, have buildings that are representative of Denver’s history and 
character. By including the commitment of the neighborhoods to see this restoration 
being paramount in our Neighborhood Plans, urban renewal with subsidies and 
commitment from city agencies to work with developers to make these projects both 
feasible and desirable. Areas of these projects like Right of Way improvements, 
maximum bulk height, materials and form based zoning can be integrated at the start of 
the project rather than reactively. 
 

 
4. Identify the most critical historic preservation challenge/opportunity in your district. 

At-Large and Mayoral candidates: you can pick anywhere in the city.  
 

A challenge that District 8 is experiencing is preserving the history of the neighborhood, 
diverse housing stock, and open space which make it so desirable. The Presbyterian 
church at 3411 Albion is pending a rezone to be scrapped for 22 townhomes, of which 
none are slated to be in the “affordable” range. The development of market rate 
housing is not unique but the scraping of a historic community space for housing that 
the majority of the residents in Park Hill cannot afford is an unwelcome issue. The 
opportunity I have as a board member of the Greater Park Hill Community Board and 
the North East Park Hill Coalition is to educate our residents on the Zone Code 
circumstances which allow developments like these to happen. As Councilwoman, I will 
put our neighborhoods needs before those of the profit-steering developers. We need 
to look to our residents when we identify destination and corridor planning. There is 
significant amount of luxury building taking place without the balance of mixed-use 
retail space and diverse housing for varied income brackets. 
 

 
5.  Please finish this sentence: “I believe historic preservation in Denver can be 

strengthened by….” 
 

a renewed commitment to our rich history through educating our residents and 
developers who are looking to develop in our unique neighborhoods. Our residents 
deserve a Councilwoman who is dedicated to accountable, people-first place-making 
development and urban renewal. 

 
 

6.  Extra & Optional: We think historic preservation is most authentic as a personal and 
visual experience. Show us in 1 or 2 images (no more than 2, please) what historic 
preservation means to you. See following page. 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oneida Park signage. I love that the developer of Oneida restored this iconic signage. It 
represents the quirky local businesses and the community centric feel of the retail block. 


