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by Leah M. Charney, Historic Denver News Managing Editor

In 2021, a group of community members reached out to Historic Denver about 

the possibility of creating a Cultural Historic District in Elyria. The part of Denver that 

stretches along the north-central boundary of the city is referred to as the Elyria-Swansea 

neighborhood, but Elyria and Swansea were two separate historic towns and remain distinct 

communities. A Cultural Historic District, centered in the blocks known as Old Town Elyria, 

would honor the area’s diverse history, ties to labor, and unique built environment. The 

district would be a residential area between 48th and I-70, and Brighton and York, though 

the exact boundaries will be determined after additional community input and research. 

Following additional discussion with Historic Denver, the group applied for our 

Action Fund last year. The Action Fund program focuses on catalyzing neighborhood and 

community projects that enhance our city’s unique identity, tell diverse stories, promote 

and maintain authentic character, and honor cultural heritage as reflected by the built 

environment. Historic Denver awarded $15,000 to fund community outreach efforts and 

also hire a consultant to research and write a district application.

As the Action Fund process progresses, Historic Denver continues to work with 

the community group to support their efforts to reach out directly to more neighbors 

to give residents and owners the opportunity to discuss neighborhood history and also 

understand what a designation would mean. Thus far, two community meetings have 

been conducted and the local newspaper, the GES Gazette, has covered the efforts in 

both their print and online editions. Additionally, Elyria resident Ana Varela continues 

to lead the charge on social media and has contacted local media outlets. Varela and 

other community members aim to reach more residents by distributing flyers across 

the neighborhood; the current goal is to collect stories and discover meaningful ways to 

celebrate the neighborhood’s heritage.

Even from its earliest conception, two core themes have always been at the heart of the 

Elyria story: Strong community and connection to heavy industry.

When A.C. Fisk, president of the Denver Land and Improvement Company, named 

the nascent settlement after his home in Ohio, he envisioned Elyria as an alternative to 

city living. Fisk imagined a community of affordable homes and garden spaces created for 

working class and immigrant laborers. His vision was soon realized by early settlers, who 

mostly arrived from Eastern Europe. Following the post-war boom that began in the 1940s, 

immigrants from Mexico and Central America began to put down roots in Elyria, continuing 

that original dream of affordable homes for hard working laborers looking to build better 

lives in a new country.

After the Discover Denver team surveyed the area in 2016, they noted, “The general 

public should be made aware of the special role that Elyria and Swansea played in Denver’s 

history.” That special history includes Riverside Cemetery, the National Western Complex 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

The former Elyria School is now part of Tepeyac Health. Photo: Tepeyac Health

EXPLORING PRESERVATION ACTION IN OLD ELYRIA



s I prepared to write this last letter as Executive Director before moving on to a new opportunity 

next month, I looked back to my first in which I shared my personal preservation story. I wrote about 

attending three historic Denver Public Schools and the way those experiences infused me with a love 

for buildings that imbue a sense of continuity, a bit of grandeur, and a lot of stories.

In the years since that first column, I am grateful to have worked with a team of staff members and 

dozens of board members to grow, expand, and evolve the work of our organization. Just as I saw myself reflected in our 

city’s stories as a kid growing up in Denver, I wanted everyone in our community to have that same sense of connection 

and find opportunities to see themselves reflected in our historic places. This inspired our work to create Denver Story Trek 

over 10 years ago, to expand the Action Fund to serve diverse neighborhoods across the city, to launch the 50 Actions for 

50 Places campaign to broaden the places and spaces worthy of preservation action, and to engage every day in action and 

advocacy on behalf of the places that make Denver Denver.

I am particularly proud of our efforts to find creative solutions to preservation challenges and dilemmas. This is 

exemplified by projects like the Emily Griffith Opportunity School, for which we led the charge in 2012, and which opened 

last month as The Slate, a hotel that honors the tremendous legacy of Ms. Griffith and the stories of thousands of Denverites 

who found education and opportunities in those halls. I see the fruits of our collective labors when I drive by the commercial 

building at 17th & Pearl, now incorporated into a residential development instead of being surrounded by surface parking 

lots. Or when I pass the home of African American architect John Henderson or sit in traffic on Colorado Boulevard and 

admire the Margaret Long House, built by a pioneering woman physician, both now Denver Landmarks.

One of the goals most important to me when I began my time as Executive Director was to reinvest in the Molly Brown 

House Museum, where I’d started my time with Historic Denver in 2003. It is gratifying to visit now and see the freshly 

painted trim, the restored front porch where visitors gather, the repaired roofs that shelter our invaluable collection, and 

the new spaces that allow more members of our community to access the museum. Our talented staff works tirelessly to 

ensure that after 50 years welcoming visitors, the museum remains an example of preservation at its finest.

In this last year we also brought two special designations across the finish-line — the La Alma Lincoln Park Historic 

Cultural District and the Steele Street Extension to the East 7th Avenue Historic Denver. What made these two efforts 

special, and the best part of my job, was meeting the dedicated community members who are tied to these places, whose 

stories they represent. In La Alma Lincoln Park, Chicana activist Cathy Prieto has graciously welcomed us to her community 

over and over again, sharing her family’s connection to their house and their neighborhood. The inspiring Judge Raymond 

Jones is a civil rights activist and Colorado’s first African American Apellate judge; it was a joy to be the person who 

conducted his oral history and sat with his family as their longtime former home was honored during the designation of the 

Steele Street Extension.

Amidst all these many joys and proud moments were some hard losses, and one of the key lessons I’ve learned is 

that the work of preservationists is never done. A once-saved place will need reinvestment. Community priorities shift, 

new threats arise, and the pressures of time, gravity, and moisture are relentless. And importantly, as we individually and 

collectively listen, learn, and seek to take action on injustice in our society, it becomes clear that many important places have 

been unacknowledged, erased, or neglected. There is much work yet to be done. I look forward to continuing this work in 

the next stage of my career, and to supporting Historic Denver, albeit in a new capacity as member, friend, and cheerleader.

Thank you for your friendship, your support, and your passion for Denver’s places.
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SEARCH FOR NEXT HISTORIC DENVER  

LEADER UNDERWAY

The Board of Trustees are undertaking the important and thoughtful work of finding a new leader to take Historic Denver 

into the future. The board has engaged an experienced search consultant to help navigate this effort, and we are now 

actively encouraging applications for the position from qualified local and national candidates. 

The President & CEO is responsible for the organization’s preservation, advocacy, fundraising, programming, and outreach 

efforts, as well as the overall vision of the organization. The President & CEO thinks and plans strategically and inspires 

community members to become more engaged in the work of the organization. 

Details about all the job responsibilities, the opportunities for impact, and application instructions can be found at: 

historicdenver.org

We encourage qualified candidates of all backgrounds and circumstances to apply for this strategic leadership role.

NOTE:  In the cover story of our Spring 2022 issue, “Queer Spaces in Denver 

1870-1980,” we misspelled the name of curator Stan Oliner.



and Denver Union Stockyards, plus the packing houses that sprung up around them, and the 

Omaha and Grant Smelter, which was demolished in 1950 but still appears on the City & 

County of Denver seal. In the 20th century, other industry — like veterinary vaccine makers 

Colorado Serum, steel plate fabricators Eaton Metals, and the Ralston Purina (now Nestlé 

Purina) plant — moved in to take advantage of both abundant rail lines and the number of 

qualified workers who already resided in the sister neighborhoods of Elyria, Swansea, nearby 

Globeville, and other surrounding areas.

Then as now, railroad tracks criss-crossed through the neighborhood, which still has 

more operating rail infrastructure than any other in Denver. Located one block north of I-70, 

midway between Brighton Boulevard and York Street, Old Town Elyria had a streetcar line as 

early as 1892, which ran west from Josephine Street to the National Western Center and also 

extended north on Race Street to Riverside Cemetery. Though the streetcars were designed 

for people, the railroads were built for the smelters, packing houses, and stockyards, but not 

necessarily for the residents. The tracks cut the early towns — and later the neighborhoods 

— off from neighboring communities, further strengthening internal community bonds.

Aside from rail lines, transportation continues to play an outsized role in the neighborhood. 

When the I-70 viaduct opened on September 12, 1964, the six-lane, 2.6-mile stretch of 

highway perched above 46th Avenue ushered in a new era of mobility for Denver and the 

Mountain West. But it also further segregated the neighborhoods of Globeville and Elyria-

Swansea by essentially splitting the area in half. Neighbors in one of the poorest areas of 

the city fought hard against the construction but did not prevail. Construction to remove the 

viaduct in this same stretch that began some 50 years later, once again disrupting life in the 

neighborhood, is now nearing completion. As impacts and pressures continue, residents are 

now working to ensure that Elyria’s special stories and historic heritage are captured.

Grassroots groups reflecting the neighborhood’s cultural identity, which has long been 

diverse, began to see heavy influence by Latino/a and Chicano/a residents in the later part of 

the mid-20th century. One example is Su Teatro, the third oldest Chicano theater company 

in the country, which made its home in the neighborhood for many years. Formed out of the 

Chicano Movement of the 1960s and 1970s, Su Teatro (Your Theater) first organized in 1972 

and cut their teeth performing skits that were politically charged and designed to incite civic 

action. By the 1980s, the group was staging full-length original plays centered on “celebrating 

the experiences, history, language, and cultural heritage of Chicanos, Mexicanos, and Latinos 

throughout the Americas.” In 1989, the company found its first physical home in the old Elyria 

School building, located at 4725 High Street and abandoned since the late 1970s.

Su Teatro transformed the Elyria School building into an arts and culture hub known 

throughout the city. The Elyria School became a local landmark in 1996, the very first 

in the 80216 zip code. In the 1990s, Historic Denver led an initiative to review historic 

Denver school buildings, with students doing the research needed for the nominations. The 

project resulted in 20 current or former schools receiving local designation. Su Teatro later 

decamped to a larger building in the Santa Fe Arts District in the 2000s and the Elyria School 

Building is now administrative headquarters of Tepeyac Health, a Latino/a-led non-profit 

healthcare center that provides low-cost healthcare to Denver’s medically underserved.

We are supporting the Elyria group with uncovering more stories related to the 

Chicano/a, Hispano/a, Latino/a, and larger immigrant communities. Additional community 

meetings will be scheduled in the future and we encourage anyone who is interested 

in learning more about current efforts or to share your Elyria stories by reaching out to  

Elyria.Colorado@gmail.com or mflowers@historicdenver.org. =
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EXPLORING PRESERVATION ACTION IN OLD ELYRIA, CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DISCOVER DENVER’S “FIND OF THE WEEK” 
UNCOVERS THE UNUSUAL

by Kerry Baldwin, Research and Evaluation Coordinator

Each Wednesday, when we post the Discover Denver 

“Find of the Week” to our Facebook page (facebook.

com/DiscoverDenverSurvey) comments roll in almost 

immediately. On a recent post about a former laundry for 

railroad workers that is now a residence, a neighbor wrote, 

“I’ve been so curious about the story of this building ever 

since I moved to the Cole neighborhood.” A few comments 

later, another wrote, “It’s my house,” alongside a smiley face 

emoji.

We love seeing our community come together both 

online and in the field. People often want to know how we 

find these interesting stories and how we decide which 

buildings to feature. Though the buildings are first identified through Discover Denver’s 

survey work in neighborhoods throughout the city, structures are identified for historical 

research — and later for the Find of the Week — in a number of ways. 

The Discover Denver citywide building survey works neighborhood by neighborhood 

to identify Denver buildings that are historically, architecturally, or culturally significant. 

Discover Denver staff and volunteers speak with many neighbors and homeowners while 

surveying properties. As they work, our team draws the attention of neighborhood residents. 

Standing in front of each building and taking photographs, we expect people to be curious 

(and sometimes suspicious) of our surveyors. We enjoy talking about the project and 

collecting important pieces of information from the community about specific buildings. 

We ask these members of the community questions like: What buildings in your 

neighborhood have surprising histories?  What buildings do people use to give directions, 

like “Take a right at the farmhouse”? Which buildings are used to tell stories, such as 

“There was a murder in that house!”?

We also review our survey data and identify more buildings that may have significance 

due to association with a cultural group, significant person, architectural style, or 

neighborhood history. Examples of several buildings that merited further research by our 

team include a Queen-Anne-style home in the City Park West neighborhood, designed 

by noted Colorado architect Robert Roeschlaub; a bungalow in the Cole neighborhood 

that was the meeting place for the Denver Federation of Colored Women’s Clubs; and 

a Sunnyside farmhouse built in 1888, where German immigrants grew food to sell at 

Denver’s central markets.

All told, Discover Denver will end up researching the history of about 3% of Denver’s 

estimated 160,000 buildings. To perform the research, we have a team of research 

volunteers who are trained to access and utilize resources such as assessor and ownership 

records, building permits, deeds, early maps, and newspapers. We are lucky in Denver 

because many of our historic records are digitized and available online at the Denver Public 

Library and through the city’s website.

Using these mostly online resources, researchers uncover when the building was built, 

possibly the architect or builder, a list of previous owners, names of people or businesses 

who lived and/or worked in the building, permits and changes to the structure, and more. 

Volunteers use that information to write a brief history report for the structure. It is a fun 

process full of discoveries and challenges. Once we have these details, we can then also 

figure out which incredible story our “Find of the Week” can share next. =

DO YOU KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT A 

BUILDING THAT HAS A SURPRISING HISTORY? 
Or do you have an early photograph of a building? Please share your knowledge 

with us! Discover Denver’s website has an interactive map where you can upload 

stories, memories and photographs related to buildings that are important to you. 

We are also diligently working to make all our research available; a selection is 

currently available on Discover Denver’s website, discoverdenver.co

Residences abut railroad track and Interstate 70 in the Elyria neighborhood. Photo: Michael Flowers

This former railroad laundry in the Cole neighborhood is currently a private residence. Photo: Leah Charney
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MOLLY BROWN 
HOUSE MUSEUM

CAPITOL HILL CONNECTION:  
MARGARET BROWN AND 1420 CLARKSON

By Stephanie McGuire, Museum Curator 

Behind the scenes at the Molly Brown House Museum we are constantly uncovering 

new pieces of the big history puzzle! As we dig through archives and make connections, 

Denver’s story continues to unfold, shedding light on significant places that shaped our city. 

Just a few documents can change the way we understand our past, which is still present 

around us. Earlier this year we found a piece that did just that. 

While poring over 1912 newspapers in preparation for our “Heroine of the Titanic” 

exhibit — open through September 25, 2022 — I noticed that a few articles mentioned 

that Margaret Brown sent letters to 1420 N. Clarkson St. a few days before she boarded the 

ship. Just blocks away from the Molly Brown House Museum, where Mrs. Brown left her 

mark on the Denver landscape, the Clarkson house still stands, now located across from the 

Argonaut Liquor parking lot.

The 1912 occupants of this house helped spread news of Mrs. Brown’s whereabouts 

following the Titanic disaster. Florence and Helen Tobin, Margaret Brown’s nieces, were 

staying at Susan McManus’ home on Clarkson Street while their aunt, who was their sole 

guardian, was on a long trip through Rome, Cairo, and Paris. Mrs. McManus had written to 

Mrs. Brown in Paris, asking for permission to take the Tobin sisters to Europe on a planned 

trip. Mrs. Brown replied on Saturday, April 6, saying she approved and that she herself was 

preparing to sail back home, likely on the Titanic. When news of the Titanic’s sinking reached 

the McManus house on April 15, the Tobin nieces feared for their aunt’s life, knowing from 

her letter that she had probably boarded the ill-fated ship.

Mrs. McManus was interviewed in Denver newspapers multiple times beginning 

on April 16. She was able to share what she knew about Mrs. Brown’s intentions before 

definitive Titanic passenger lists had been circulated. When the rescue ship Carpathia 

docked on April 19, news spread that “Mrs. J.J. Brown” had indeed survived.

So who was Susan McManus and why were Margaret Brown’s nieces staying with her? 

A bit more digging revealed that Susan McManus was the aunt of Leslie M. Carroll. In 1911, 

when Leslie Carroll was living with his aunt, Mrs. McManus threw an evening party and 

invited Grace Tobin, eldest sister of Florence and Helen. Leslie and Grace met at that party 

and were married shortly after. As it turns out, 1420 N. Clarkson St. was the home of a 

Brown-Tobin extended family member! Mrs. Brown had entrusted family, who lived just up 

the street, to care for her two younger nieces while she was abroad.

Museum research has exposed this interesting link between the Brown family, 

the Titanic tragedy, and another historic home on Capitol Hill, bringing to light new 

interpretations of Margaret Brown’s life and Denver’s history. We use research like this 

to share stories with our museum visitors, but also to contribute to the Discover Denver 

program, a partnership between Historic Denver and the City and County of Denver, which 

uncovers new histories of our city every day. In a huge, ongoing project, Discover Denver 

documents each structure in Denver and conducts extensive research for key structures. 

This Titanic and Brown family history at 1420 N. Clarkson St. will now be added to the vast 

databases of Discover Denver, so that anyone interested can look up this address and learn 

something new about their city. =

Historic preservation and sustainability are 

natural partners. The preservation and reuse 

of existing buildings and retrofitting them to be 

“green” reaches for new heights of fiscal and 

environmental responsibility.         

Daria Castiglione

Castle Lion Development, LLC 

Historic Preservationist   •   General Contractor   •   Certified Passive House Tradesperson

Daria Castiglione

CASTLE LION DEVELOPMENT, LLC 
303.587.5471 

Daria@CastleLionDevelopment.com 

1251 Pennsylvania St, #2 

Denver, CO 80203

IN MEMORIAM
Historic Denver recently lost a former board member and a current 

board member. They both deeply impacted the preservation scene 

in Denver and we will be forever grateful to all they contributed 

to our organization.

BOB RHODES (1935-2022) 
BOARD ALUMNI

Bob Rhodes started his Denver career at the flagship May D & F 

Department Store. His legendary window displays earned acclaim, 

including the 3-story ski jump he designed there in 1964, which 

began in the women’s clothing section and ended on the ice rink 

below. He later went on to be an advocate and supporter of Historic 

Denver’s efforts to save the store’s Zeckendorf Plaza in the 1990s, 

which was ultimately demolished. 

He initiated the Parade of Lights, now in its 47th year, and led 

Historic Denver’s famed Night in Old Denver event, a major 

fundraiser for preservation in the 1970s. Additionally, Bob served 

on the Historic Denver board for many years, always bringing his sense of humor to 

the endeavor, and was instrumental in the efforts to save the Paramount Theater. He is 

survived by his wife, Sandy, his children, and his grandchildren.  

JONATHAN BUSH (1959-2022) 
CURRENT BOARD MEMBER

As a fourth generation Coloradoan, 

Jonathan loved historic places and was 

deeply invested in communities across 

metro-Denver, often rehabilitating long-

time structures and breathing new life 

into old places. His notable projects 

include the successful Edgewater Public 

Market, which turned an abandoned 

grocery store and languishing strip 

center into a food-hall-anchored retail 

complex, and the adaptive reuse of 777 

Grant, an office building originally designed by his father, an architect.

Jonathan was a founding principal and managing partner for Little Capital Partners (LCP) 

Development, which completed 22 projects, along with two more in progress. Jonathan 

served as friend, advisor, and volunteer for many years before finally joining the Historic 

Denver board in March 2021. He was excited to be more involved in Historic Denver’s 

work and in recent months had provided expert advice on potential uses and methods 

to support two iconic Denver structures. Jonathan brought great energy and integrity to 

his work and his work on the board. We mourn his loss as a friend and the many ways 

we know he would have contributed to the preservation of Denver’s special places. He 

is survived by his son, Liam, and daughter, Addie, his girlfriend, Emie Watters, and his 

brother, Geoffrey.
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2021  

ANNUAL REPORT

t Historic Denver we believe everyone should see themselves in the story of our city as reflected through its 

places. Our work centered this value in 2021 as we focused on identifying, amplifying, and protecting places 

that tell the full depth, diversity, and breadth of our city’s story.

This included new discoveries at our longest project — the Molly Brown House Museum. In March we 

marked the 50th anniversary of the museum’s opening. A true milestone, the anniversary was not only full of 

pride for all that we’ve accomplished at the museum and its stature as a leading women’s history site, but also 

a chance to look back with fresh eyes at our own organizational origins. When we did, we found under-recognized depths in how 

the property at 1340 Pennsylvania factors into our city’s story, learning for the first time the full significance of Art Leisenring’s 

stewardship of the house in the 1960s. He not only ensured it would not be demolished by helping to found Historic Denver, he 

also made sure that the city’s LGBTQ community, especially gay men, had a safe place to live and gather. This story came forward 

because the Leisenring Family graciously donated scrapbooks to our archives that document those years, and show the deep love 

Mr. Leisenring had for the “House of Lions.” Bringing this story forward also demonstrates how historic places are full of layered 

history. Their ”period of significance” is not singular, but iterative.

This same theme was at the heart of another 2021 success story, the designation of the La Alma Lincoln Park Historic Cultural 

District. Approved unanimously by City Council in August, the district’s 19th-century homes were recognized for their 20th century 

importance — particularly the neighborhood’s close association with the local and national Chicano Movement. This designation 

was the result of five years of hard work by community residents, Historic Denver staff, supporters and friends, and partners. It is 

among the first districts in the country designated for association with the Chicano Movement. Its nomination, and companion 

design-guidelines, are an example of how preservation is evolving to recognize the complexity of layered history and better serve 

the values of diversity and inclusion. The project has become a national example and was recently honored by History Colorado 

and featured in the National Trust for Historic Preservation’s magazine, Preservation.

Other notable 2021 milestones include our efforts to support the designation of the Steele Street Extension to the East 7th 

Avenue Historic District, which included the longtime home of Judge Raymond Jones, Colorado’s first African American appellate 

judge; our work to support the restoration of the Dr. Justina Ford House for the continued use by the Black American West Museum 

& Heritage Center; our advocacy for women’s history sites at the Loretto Heights campus and at the former Colorado Women’s 

College Campus; and the restoration of the First Unitarian Society of Denver — the first landmark in Colorado recognized because 

of its efforts to advance LGBTQ rights.

In 2021 we also released our 50 Actions for 50 Places list — the culmination of our 50th anniversary campaign to identify the 

places and spaces that are worthy of future preservation action. The list included a compelling and exciting range of places: From 

the boarding house of the formerly enslaved Julia Greeley, to the home of musician George Morrison, to Denver’s Chinatown, to 

the oldest house in the Park Hill Neighborhood, all the way to Lakeside Amusement Park. We’ve already made great progress 

on advancing the stories and preservation of these places — work that continues in 2022 and on into 2023. The list inspired 

new community advocacy, has already increased the diversity of Denver’s recognized historic places, and reminds us all that 

preservation at its best is a grassroots, community effort.

Historic Denver’s members, supporters, and friends made all this work possible, and, while 2021 remained a challenging year 

for non-profits of all kinds, Historic Denver is financially healthy, energized for the future, and full of gratitude for the enduring 

support of our community.=

 

 

 

Annie Robb Levinsky 

Executive Director
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HISTORIC DENVER  
BY THE NUMBERS

51%

26%

7%

9% 7%

EXPENSES BY CATEGORY 
Molly Brown House Museum $ 681,872 51%

Preservation and Advocacy $ 350,009 26%

Education and Awareness $ 90,084 7%

Management and General $ 118,915 9%

Membership and Development $ 87,987 7%

TOTAL $ 1,328,867

  

15%

15%

16%

31%
12%

7%

3%

1%1%

REVENUE & OTHER SUPPORT

Admissions $ 441,423 31%

Foundation Grants $ 230,900 16%

Education and Programs $ 205,976 15%

Contributions & Membership $ 209,484 15%

PPP Grant  $ 168,000 12%

Grant Management  $ -11,461 -1%

Gift Shop Sales $ 105,720 7%

Other $ 5,845 0%

Investment Return $ 41,381 3%

In-Kind Donations $ 18,887 1%

TOTAL $ 1,416,155 

5 YEAR SUMMARY
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 2021 2020 2019 2018 2017

 Revenue $ 1,410,960 $ 1,307,040 $ 1,734,314 $ 2,299,441 $ 1,790,066

 Expense $ 1,328,867 $ 1,346,514 $ 1,774,584 $ 2,266,250 $ 1,740,804

 Change in net assets $ 82,093 $ -39,474 $ -229,621 $ 33,191 $ 49,262

 Net Assets end of year $ 2,161,676 $ 2,074,388 $ 2,045,904 $ 2,290,525 $ 2,257,334

STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES

 AUDITED 2021    2020

Revenue and other support Unrestricted  Temporarily  Total Total 
  Restricted

Contributions/Support $ 161,283.    $ 161,283.  $ 267,233. 

Admissions $ 441,423.    $ 441,423.  $ 180,153. 

Education & Programs $ 205,976.    $ 205,976.  $ 120,485. 

Gift Shop Sales $ 180,808.    $ 91,746.  $ 91,746. 

    Less cost of goods sold $ (75,088.)   $ (75,088.) $ (46,769.)

Foundations & Other Grants $ 230,900.    $ 230,900.  $ 250,766. 

PPP Grant & Insurance Proceeds $ 168,000.    $ 168,000.  $ 168,000. 

Membership Income $ 48,201.    $ 48,465.  $ 48,465. 

Investment Return $ 41,381.    $ 41,381.  $ 54,304. 

Project Management Activity  

     Project expenses and reimbursements $ 930,949.    $ 930,949.  $ 956,598. 

     Project management fees $ 58,002.    $ 58,002.  $ 74,122. 

     Less: project management expenditures $ (1,000,412.)   $ (1,000,412.) $ (965,468.)

 $ (11,461.)   $ (11,461.) $ 65,252. 

Other $ 650.    $ 650.  $ 41,478. 

In-Kind $ 18,887.    $ 18,887.  $ 13,478. 

Net Assets Released from Restriction $ 5,195.  $ (5,195.) $ (5,195.)

TOTAL REVENUE $ 1,416,155.  $ (5,195.) $ 1,410,960.  $ 1,255,271. 

Expense  

Preservation & Advocacy $ 350,009.    $ 350,009.  $ 237,448. 

Molly Brown House Museum $ 681,872.    $ 681,872.  $ 654,171. 

Education & Awareness $ 90,084.    $ 90,084.   $ 218,334. 

TOTAL PROGRAM SERVICES $ 1,121,965.    $ 1,121,965.   $ 1,109,954. 

Management & General $ 118,915.    $ 118,915.   $ 107,118. 

Membership & Development $ 87,987.    $ 87,987.   $ 82,673. 

TOTAL SUPPORTING SERVICES $ 206,902.    $ 206,902.   $ 189,791. 

TOTAL EXPENSE $ 1,328,867.    $ 1,328,867.   $ 1,299,745. 

Change in net assets $ 87,288.  $ (5,195.)  $ 82,093.  $ (44,474.)

Net assets, beginning of the year $ 2,074,388.  $ 5,195.   $ 2,079,583.  $ 2,124,057. 

NET ASSETS, END OF THE YEAR $ 2,161,676.    $ 2,161,676.   $ 2,079,583. 
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$5,000+
Max Appel

Daria Castiglione

Pamela Mahonchak

Carla McConnell

Robert E. Musgraves

Adam S. Riding

$1,000 - $4,999+
Gordon Baron

E&C Precast Concrete, Inc. 

Kerry McGuire

Melanie Grant

David Griggs

Bill Inama

Karen J. Jonas

Randall Marder

Michael Massey

Heather Noyes

Barbara Pahl

Jeffrey Palmquist

Gary Petri

Natalie Randall

Jennifer Richardson

Trachelle Spencer

Rich Von Luhrte

Michael West

$50 - $999+
Robin Adams

Joan Anderssen

Meredith Badler

Betty Barton

James S. Bershof

Blackbaud Giving Fund

Anne Bond

Bonnie Boyer

Catherine Brody

Jennifer L. Buddenborg

Cyndi Bush-Luna

Kathleen Butler

Jennifer Cappeto

Susan E. Card

Bar Chadwick

Merle Chambers

Ellen Connole

CJ Cullinan

Mary Curlee

Anthony De La Cerda

Anne Duncan

Tari Ensign

Hala Faruqi

Mira Fine

Ellen Fisher

JoVonne Fitzgerald

Ruth Gilfillan

Gertie Grant

Elizabeth Hallas

Dennis Hamann

Linda Hamlin

Lori Hart

Barbara H. Hernley

Fatima Hirji

Edward Hurry

Ellen Ittelson

Dennis Jackson

Jaime Jacob

Nancy Jardee

Julie Johnson

Deborah and Gary Kilmer

Nora Kimball

Diana Kinsey

Bruce Kirchhoff

Kitty and Fred Koch

John Kosednar

Lindsey Lane

James Lindberg

Lynette Luhnow

Hisayo Maki

Darcie Martin

Marcia Mueller

Ann Mullins

Jeri Neff

Harold Nelson

Peter Park

Alise Perault

Patricia Porto

Erik and Katy Pritzl

Inky Ratcliff

Richard Replin

John Richardson

Charlotte Rocha

Patricia Romero

P.B. Schechter

Marshall Schecter

Sandra Scherer

Dominick Sekich

John Skrabec

Katharine Smith-Warren

Joan Strobel-McLean

Shane Sutherland

Ean Tafoya

TIAA

Margaret Toal

Ben Trevor

Scott Varney

Peggy Watkins

Joan Wells

David West

Larry Wiberg

Joseph Wilcox

Alyssa Williams

Gordon & Annette Wilson

James Wink

Cindy Wolf

Donald Zeller

$.50 - $49+
Maryalyce Allery

Lisa Alonge

Marty Amble

Deborah Beasley

Claudia Bell

Jessika Bollero

Mark Bower

Darlene Byers

Claudia Carbone

Patrick Casey

Richard Chuvarsky

Eowyn Ciccone

Laura Cross

Gail Delaney

James Dosen

Elaine D. Douglas

John Dovenbarger

Lori Drienka

Carolyn Elliott

Missy Ellis

Casey Feeley

Maureen Flanigan

Peggy Forberg

Pamela Foster

Lois Anne Gaul

Susie Germany

Laurie Gibb

Sarah Goldblatt

Randolph Gonzales

Gail K and Charles L Gray

Julia Haddad

Mary Halpin

Brittaney Hastings

John Hayden

Sarah Hite

Tamara Hoffman

Lauren Hungler

Sherrill Ice

Allyson Junker

Erin Kane

Kevin Kelly

Samantha Laird

Jordan Laudadio

Marian Lauterbach

Marie-Helene Levine

Sarah Magelssen

Callie Maher

Terry Mahoney

Jean McClenathen

Stephanie McGuire

Robert McKenna

Peter McNutt

Sven Muhlenberg

Dawn Neighbors

Sean Ochs

Erika Osterberg

Elizabeth Palms

Shelly Pennington

Lara Peterson

Barbara Peterson

Katy Pritzl

Ashley Purviance

Laura Rabner

Nicole Ramos

John Rattray

Barbara S. Rigel

Jerome Rohr

Carol A. Roszell

Christy Schoon

Cindy Sestrich

Anna Shubin

Amanda Shultz

Suzanne Siteman

Joel Spencer

Jeannine Spicer

Joseph Steele

Christopher Terrell

Terra Walker

Samantha Ward

Shari Welt

Mary Jane Whinney

Cindy Wilson

Pamela G. Winker

David Wise

COLORADO  

GIVES DAY
Gary Amble

Dorothy H. Ambler

Merrilee G Anneberg

Deborah Appelhanz

Debra Armbruster

Eugene Baber

Susan Barnes-Gelt

Georgialee Becker

Katherine Bermingham

William Berry-Helmlinger

Eric Black

Timothy Boers

Larry Bohning

Calina Bowman

Reta Carlson

Susan Carrizales

Bar Chadwick

Mary Chandler

Leah Charney

Tom Cladis

Paul Cloyd

Thomas Coxhead

Heather Dahms

Margaret Danuser

Spencer Denison

Pamela Dunbar

Robert Ehmann

Patrick Eidman

Stephen Ekman

Stephen & Victoria Eppler

Christopher F. Erskine

Mira Fine

Katherine Flynn

David Ford

Mark Friedrich

Jan Gallagher

Lori Gamble

Anita Garfie

Ruth Gilfillan

Thomas Giovale

Irene Glazer

Art Glover

Marcia T. Goldstein

Mary Beth Gorrell

Thomas Gougeon

Joseph Halpern

Susan Halpern

Ted Halsey

Linda Hargrave

Thomas Hart

James Hartmann

Catherine Hartwell

Peter James

Ann Johnson

Graham Johnson

Reynold Kalstrom

Mark Davidson & Karen Spinelli

Michael Klein

Toni Knight

Katherine Koch

Sally Kurtzman

Mark Lafon

Melissa Langlois

Kelsey Lantz

Marla Le Gourrierec

Jodi Litchfield

Ellen Lomonaco

Pete Loris

Stephanne MacCarter

Pamela Mahonchak

Andrea Malcomb

Sara Mattes

Thomas McClure

Nancy McCurdy

Kerry Mcguire

Elizabeth Meck

Casey Miller

Leslie Miller

William Moon

Dorothea Moore

Lorna Moore

Robert Musgraves

Sandra Nearpass

Kim Nevins

Robert Newman

Joel Noble

Tom Noel

Bruce ODonnell

John Olson

Elizabeth Orr

Michael Padbury

Edythe Pahl

Alethia Pappageorge

Rosemarie Patterson

Juliana Phelps

Carol Prescott

Bonnie C Pritchett

Amy Pulver

Lorinn Rhodes

Frederic N. Ris

Jeanne Robb

Katherine Robb

Molly Ross

Betsy Rubner

Jean W Rueschhoff

Philip Sargent

Robert Sarlo

Elisabeth Shears

Shawn Michael Snow

Phillip Sterritt

Rosemary Stoffel

John Stowell

Barbara Swallow

Annette Taylor

Ron Thorne

Stephanie Tryba

Theresa & John Van Camp

John Venhoff

Warren Volz

Jennifer Wahlers

Ann Walker

Elizabeth Walker

Jane Watkins

Mary Watson

Lee Weinstein

Eric Weisman

Shari Welt

Etta & Michael West

Sandra L White

Sara Williamson

Karen Winfield

Joan Winstein

Charlotte Winzenburg

Cynthia Wolf

Donald D. Zeller

DONOR & VIP 

MEMBERS
Gail Anderson

Stockton Baker

Gerri Baron

Gordon Baron

James S. Bershof

Larry Bohning

Jim Borgel

Pamela Bradley

Alberta Brehm

James Bridges

Kathleen Brooker

Hugh Brown

Lynne Brown

Peter Bulkeley

Doris Burd

Capitol Heights Presbyterian Church

Castle Lion Development LLC

Bar Chadwick

Merle Chambers

Sheila Cleworth

Edith Conklin

Peggy Cook

Karen Desserich

Anne Duncan

Vivian Epstein

Ted Epstein

Christopher Erskine

Joan Feek

John Feek

Jay Fell

Ellen Fisher

JoVonne Fitzgerald

Jerry Fitzgerald

Marie Fitzpatrick

Barbara Frank

Meredith Gabow

Alan Gass

Ginny Gelbach

George Gibson

Cornelia Gibson

Sue Glassmacher

Sandra Glick

Joseph W. Halpern

Dennis Hamann

Tom Hart

Pam Hartman

William (Duke) Hartman

Thomas Hawkey

Suzanne Hefty

Thomas Hefty

Elizabeth Hepp

Phillip Heter

Denise Heter

Sandi Hill

Arlene Hirschfeld

Barry Hirschfeld

Kris Hoehn

Tim Hoehn

Nancy Holt

Gary Holt

E. James Judd

Reynold Kalstrom

Janet Kalstrom

Dianna Koebke

Kent Koebke

Betty Kuehner

Warren Kuehner

DeeDee LeGrand-Hart

Steven Levinsky

Linda Levinsky

Simon Lofts

Pamela Lubow

Alan Lubow

John Lucero

Irene Ludwig

Pamela Mahonchak

Veronica McCaffrey

Thomas McClure

Carla McConnell

Casey Miller

Kent Miller

Leslie Miller

Andy Moore

Richard Morel

Charlotte Neitzel

Steve Nissen

Original Roots Design+Build

Stephen Penrose

Jim Perlberg

Gary Petri

Catherine (Casey) Pitinga

Raymond Popp

Robert Quillin

Carole Quint

Stacey Quint Zink

Roma Rehkow

Robert Renfro

Karen Ritz

Richard B. Robinson Saks

Ryan Rose

Nancy Ross

Bob Ross

Nina Saks

Leslie Sarlo

Robert Sarlo

P.B. Schechter

James Schoettler

Ira Selkowitz

Michael Shannon

Carl Shushan

Jeannine Spicer

Arianthe Stettner

Michelle Stice

Erick Stowe

Shane Sutherland

Judi Tointon

Punita Trivedi

Pavan Trivedi

Renee Trujillo

Marshall Unruh

Mark Upshaw

David Van Pelt

Rich Von Luhrte

Deborah Wagner

Laura Waligorski

Jane Watkins

THANK YOU 2021  
DONORS, MEMBERS & SPONSORS

  

5,464 volunteer hours 

were donated

6,221 students reached 

through in-classroom 

programming

35,000 visitors  

to the Molly Brown 

House Museum
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Tobi Watson

William West

Rebecca Weyart

Whistler Properties

Elizabeth Wilkins

Mary Beth Williams

Leslie Wilson

Julie Winger

James Wink

Cindy Wolf

Debra Yeager

FAMILY, DUAL, 

INDIVIDUAL, & 

COMPLIMENTARY 

MEMBERS
Paul Aaker

France Addington-Lee

Steve Aegerter

Kathy Aegerter

Maryalyce Allery

Ashton Altieri

Terry Amicone

Merrilee Anneberg

Max Appel

Darrell Arndt

Paula Baer

Jordan Bagus

Natalia Ballinger

Janet Bardwell

Mark Barnhouse

Robert Bassett

Diane A. Bassett

Jane Bays

LaDonna Becenti

Rhonda Beck

Jonathon Becker

Theresa Beltran

Carolyn Benoit

Kay Berenbaum

W. Bart Berger

Ann Bermant

Patricia Bernard

Marilyn Bernier

Henry Bestor

Terry Bezouska

Jim Bick

Darrell Blair

Joan Bolduc

Liz Boswell

Michelle Boyer

Bonnie Boyer

Scott Boyer

Virginia Brannon

Debbie Braun

Chrissy Breit

James Briggs

Tabby Briggs

Kristin Bronson

Judy Brown

Deanna Bryan

Laura D Burton

Mieke Bushhouse

Vincent Busmire

Jeremy Byers

Amanda Callahan

Derek Camunez

Jennifer Cappeto

Barbara Chapman

Leah Charney

George Chelwick

Jachouri Chirdon

Genna Cinocco

Paul Cloyd

Kirsten Collins

Dani Coplen

Cornerstone Restoration

Nate Cougill

Melinda Courtman

Dan Craine

CJ Cullinan

Mary Curlee

Charles Curlee

Michael Dabney

Heather Dahms

Suzanne Dakin

Michael Davenport

Kathlyn Dayhoff

Gayle Deane

Janet DeBell

Thomas DeVita

Jeanne Dillon

Angela Dire

James Dosen

Elaine D. Douglas

M Scher Dow

Julia Duncan

Karen Easterling

Rebecca Ellis

Dennis English

Jan English

David Erickson

Linda Erickson

Carolyn Etter

Don Etter

Lynn Evans

Phyllis Eveleigh

Kenneth Eveleigh

Richard Farley

Greg Fasing

George Fegan

Bonnie Fegan

Cheri Ferbrache

Rebecca Fine

Stacy Fischer

Peggy Forberg

Barbara Ford

Pamela Foster

Norm Franke

Jennifer Frenkel

Amanda Gansfield

Traci Garner

Lois Anne Gaul

Janet Geiger

Ginny Gelbach

John Gerkin

Bri Germond

Monique Germone

Casandra Gibbs

Tracy Gibbs

Barbara Gibson

Thomas J. Giovale

Gary and Joanne Goble

Hanna Goldberg

Jordan Gortmaker

Lisa Gowlewski

Karen Gralow

Kim Grant

Gail K and Charles L Gray

Melissa Guba

Terry Gulliver

Kate Gunneson

Diane Gustafson

Samantha Hagan

Tim Hagan

Margie Hahn

Nancy Hale

Elizabeth Hallas

Mary Halpin

Rachel Hansen

Shyanne Harding

Helen Harding

Laura Hargrave

Kay Harrison

Karen Harrison

Rudi Hartmann

Karen Harvey

Albert Hattem

Robert F. Hayes

Connie Hayes

Polly Hays

Steve Heinz

Susan Heldman

Peter Heldman

Pete Helseth

Mary Lou Helseth

Rod Hernley

Barbara H. Hernley

Nanette Higley

Emily Hillegeist

Hindlemann Architecture LLC

Sarah Hite

Janet Hixon

Margaret Hoffman

Michael Hoffman

Tamara Hoffman

Joan Holmes

Margaret Holtkamp

Jay B. Homstad

Larry Hoppe

Donna Hoppe

Chris Huggett

Shannon Hughes-Sanders

James Hunt

Morris (Marty) Hylton III

Sherrill Ice

Vladimir Iof

Kate Iverson

Leslie James

Bob Janowski

Carolyne Janssen

Bill Johnson

Julie Johnson

Marcia Johnson

William Johnson

Deborah Jones

Ann L. Jones

John Jordan

Ann Jordan

Tom Jump

Allyson Junker

Alice Kaderlan

Chris Kampe

Pete Kapernick

Leslie Karnauskas

Eric Karnes

Autumn Kay-Njaoui

Kevin Kelly

Dina Kerrigan

Charlotte Kettering

Kim Kimpton

Rita King

Diana Kinsey

Andrea Kirchhoff

Bruce Kirchhoff

Ken Kirkpatrick

Sharon Klebba

Anne Klenk

Charles Knight

Michele Knorr

John Kosednar

Kristina Krapf

Molly Kreck

James X. Kroll

Joan M. Kroll

John Krotchko

Toni Kuper

Dennis Kuper

Dwayne Kurth

Sally Kurtzman

Mark and Leigh LaFon

Sally Lammers

Mark Lamprey

Emma Lane

Christopher Lane

Lindsey Lane

N.E. Langland

Marian Lauterbach

LCP Development

Susan Lee

Lauren Lee

Gail Leidigh

Travis Leiker

Elaine Levengood

Marie-Helene Levine

Kelsey Lindquist

Teri Lindquist

Jodi Litchfield

Hanna Loberg

Barbara Lombardi

Ethan Long

Betty Luce

Callie Ludwig

Matthew Lueck

Teena Luehrsen

Anita Lynch

Nancy Lyons

Tracey MacDermott

Terry Mahoney

Caroline Mallory

Kimary Marchese

Gary Martyn

Amanda Marx

Vanessa Mason

Judy Matson

Byron Matson

Deanne Mauser

John McCullough

Nancy McCurdy

Robin McDougal

Eileen McGowan

Lisa McIntyre

Julie McKemy

Patricia Mead

Rick Meis

Julie Meyers

Kristi Miniello

Betty Mitchell

Cecilia Mitchell

Alisha Montoya

Mark D. Montoya

Lorna G. Moore

Bill Moore

Kim Moore

John Moore

Sharon Morgan

Patrick Moroney

Margaret Moroney

Cecelia Muir

Ann Mullins

Gary Nearpass

Sandy Nearpass

Harold Nelson

Kris Nelson

Kathy Newman

Tom Noel

Ted Obrecht

Jane Obrecht

Raymond Ollett

Laura Olson

Sheila E Olson

Claire ONeal

Mary O’Neil

Elizabeth Orr

Joyce Palaszewski

Glen Palmer

Liz Parker

Ruth E. Parker

Robin Payne

Stephen Penrose

Laura Pino

Kim Popetz

Brittany Porter

Margaret Prentice

Carol S. Prescott

Lori Quarnstrom

Emily Quist

Megan Radigan

Alisa Ramey

Nicole Ramos

Theresa Rapstine

Timothy Redmond

Elaine Reese

Kathleen Reilly

Darrin Revious

RezDox

Robert Riester

Barbara S. Rigel

Charlotte Rocha

Omar Rodriguez

Connie Romero

Patricia Romero

Robert F Rosenthal

Carol A. Roszell

Roger Rowland

Greg Rowley

Betsy Rubner

Susan Ruml

Ashley Russell

Dave Ruterbories

Thomas Sanders

Jerimiah Sanders

Kendra Sandoval

Diane Sanelli

Michael Schaffner

Peggy Schaller

Marshall Schecter

Sandra Scherer

Kris Schindler

Kristin Schuch

Cynthia Schuele

Catherine Shea

Cynthia Shearer

Betsy Shepardson

Melissa Shine

Lisa Shultz

Kris Simms

Michael A. Smith

Jill Smyth

Bruce Snow

Rita Sokolowski

Bethany Southard

Beate C. Speer

Evan Spencer

Joanne Spitz

Matt Spohn

Elizabeth Spohn

Peggy Stafford

Lonnie Staker

Carrol Ann Stankovitz

Marilyn Starrett

Stuart Steers

Mary Steinle

John Steinle

Phil Sterritt

Michael Stipek

Peg Clover Stipek

Pamela Story-Staker

Kristina Stowell

John Stowell

Barbara Stratman

Tina Strauss

Justin Stroud

Beth Stroud

Stephen Subber

Charlene Sullivan

Ean Tafoya

Mary Ann Tavery

Mark Terrel

Mike Theriot

Chelsea Thomas

Dennis Thompson

Carolyn Thomson

Ron Thorne

Wayne Thrash

Kristin Threlkeld-Bryant

Gregory Totten

Diane Travis

Victoria Trujillo

Christina Trujillo

Tina Marie Trump

TJ Trump

Peggy Ulrich-Nims

Uptown on the Hill RNO

Molly Urbina

Steve Usick

Sussy Valdez

Dawn Valentine

Carolyn Van Sciver

Laurie Van Sickle

Jocelyn Varady

John Venhoff

Erica Vincent

Mary Voelz Chandler

Lisa Vollrath

Warren Volz

Jennifer Wahlers

Ryne Wahlers

Jane Wainwright

Marlene Walshin

Janet Walters

Cindy Ward

Carol Warner

Erika Warzel

Barbara Wasko

Susan Wehr Livingston

Jilda Weinstein

Lee H Weinstein

Bruce Wessels

Susan Wessels

Etta West

Bill Westheimer

Lyn W. Wickelgren

Barbara Wilcox

Joseph Wilcox

Ellen Wilensky

Tori Arthur Windsor

Karen Winfield

Christin Wingo

Joan Winstein

Kathryn Wirkus

Diane Wolfert

Ann Wolter

Amelia Woods

Diane B. Wunnicke

Ashley Yanchik

Barbara J. Yost

Max Young

Carl Youngblood

Wendy Yuen

Alex Yueng

Michael Zallis

Donald Zeller

Mira Zevin

Nora Zorich

Zoe Zuker

LEGACY ADVISORS
Elaine Asarch

Bob Bassett

Jim Bershof

Tina Bishop

Anne & Brooks Bond

Paul Books

Karen Brody & Mike Hughes

Carol Burt

Bar Chadwick

David S. Cohen

Georgi Contiguglia

Michael Coughlin

Tom Coxhead

Sandra Dallas

Mark Davidson & Karen Spinelli

Steve Ekman

Ruth Falkenberg

Mona Ferrugia

Mira Fine

Terry & Mary Beth Gorrell

Linda & Ron Hammons

Fabby Hillyard

Dennis Humphries

Lane & Ellen Ittelson

Kathy Kaley

Chris Kosewick

Sarah Krause

Merrilyn Leuthold

Michelle Malone Fries

Carla McConnell

Chris Murata

Joan Prusse & Bob Musgraves

Charlotte Neitzel & Stockton Baker

Wende Nossaman

Barb & Rob Pahl

Dan Paulien

Lisa Purdy & Malcolm Murray

Ralph & Inky Ratcliff

Agnes Ryan

Bob Sarlo

Tom Sprung

Rosemary Stoffel

Ken Taylor

David Tryba

Bill Wenk

Mike West

William West

LIFETIME MEMBERS
Helen Benziger McKinney

Lance Brown

Muffet Brown

Jane Garland

Kristen Iversen

Derek Marenholz

Madeline Marenholz

Otto Marenholz

Carol Marenholz

Mary Shearer

Supported creation 

of two new historic 

districts and three 

Denver Landmarks

45,686 people 

participated in a 

museum visit, walking 

tour or special event



by Michael Flowers, Director of Preservation Action 

In 2021, Denverites nominated dozens of sites for Historic Denver’s 50 Actions for 50 

Places. The campaign is designed to identify the places our communities cannot imagine 

Denver without, especially those that have been under-recognized in the past and those 

that reflect the full depth and diversity in our city’s story. After the submission period, 

the list was narrowed to 50 sites for which we’ve been actively working with community 

members and property owners to develop preservation actions of all kinds, from 

research projects, to interpretive plans, to publicity efforts, to local and National Register 

designation applications. As actions get underway or are completed, we’ll report the news 

in these pages and on our social media accounts.

STEDMAN ELEMENTARY MOVES FORWARD WITH NATIONAL 

REGISTER NOMINATION

Stedman Elementary, constructed in 1925, represents Denver’s expansion and has an 

important place in Denver architecture, but its most significant historical component is its 

association with civil rights Supreme Court case, Keyes v. School District No. 1. 

Stedman was a part of a massive schools development program that included building 

or expanding 27 elementary schools, six junior high schools and four high schools in the 

1920s. Designed by George L. Bettcher in the Collegiate Gothic Style, two more modern 

additions by architect George Meredith Musick were added in 1950 and 1966. 

Though legally mandated segregation of public schools was ruled unconstitutional in 

the 1954 landmark Brown v. Board of Education case, it did not prevent school systems 

from enacting policies and practices that led to schools becoming heavily segregated in 

Denver during the 1960s. School district boundaries were reworked, mobile classrooms 

were located at schools with already segregated student bodies, and white students 

were bused to predominantly white schools, all of which contributed to the continued 

segregation after the Brown ruling. These issues were exacerbated by racist real estate 

practices such as redlining.

Stedman was one of the schools affected by these practices and was cited in the 

Keyes case as an example of continued segregation. Robert T. Connery, an attorney who 

worked on the case, noted in the Denver Law Review that Stedman went from having 

4% African American students in 1960 to 94.6% by 1968. A similar phenomenon was 

also documented at nearby schools. In 1960, Black students who had been attending 

Park Hill Elementary were reassigned to the newly built Barrett Elementary, on the other 

side of Colorado Boulevard, which opened with a 90% African American student body. 

Thereafter, Park Hill Elementary was predominantly white, marking a clear intention by 

the policies.

Rachel Noel, a mother of a former Park Hill Elementary student who was reassigned 

to Barrett Elementary, and the school board’s first African American member, proposed a 

resolution to eliminate practices that resulted in segregation. The Noel Resolution called 

for a “comprehensive plan for the integration of the Denver Public Schools system” to 

be adopted no later than September 30, 1968.  After candidates opposing the resolution 

were elected in 1969, it was rescinded. 

The recission of the Noel Resolution provided the catalyst for the case that would 

go all the way to the Supreme Court with Wilford Keyes, a resident of Park Hill, as the 

lead plaintiff.  The Supreme Court ruled in favor of the plaintiffs in 1973, upholding an 

injunction from a lower court for DPS to reimplement the Noel Resolution. The Supreme 

Court also made clear that if one school was to be found segregated then the entirety of 

the school system was considered segregated and needed to be addressed, signaling a 

hard-fought victory for civil rights and equal opportunity education.

As a 50 Actions for 50 Places nominee, Historic Denver is working with school staff 

to nominate Stedman Elementary to the National Register of Historic Places in order to 

recognize its important social history and open potential avenues for future grant funding.

 

WELTON STREET CAFE AWARDED  

LEGACY RESTAURANT GRANT
The café was nominated to our 50 Actions for 50 Places campaign just ahead of their 

planned move to  2883 Welton St., but building out the new space comes with associated 

costs. Historic Denver recently partnered with the owners to apply for a $40,000 Backing 

Historic Small Restaurants grant from the National Trust for Historic Preservation. News of 

the award came in early July, and Historic Denver will manage the grant without a fee so that 

the full awarded amount can cover expenses for exterior 

renovations and general operating costs associated with 

the move. 

In the 1970s, Mona and Flynn Dickerson moved to 

Denver from the Virgin Islands and have since owned and 

operated restaurants with their children for over 38 years, 

including Welton Street Cafe. The restaurant is managed 

by three of their nine children, Fathima, Fathim, and Cenya, 

with additional assistance from all family members. It is 

currently in the process of relocating to a larger space 

just up the block- to an early 20th Century Commercial 

building. 

The move to a new location will better serve their 

customer base and expand the business. Though 

the restaurant’s location will change, the family’s 

commitment to providing a safe space for the African 

American community, as well as delicious Caribbean-

style cuisine, will not.

Welton Street Cafe is an integral part of Denver’s 

Black community and history. The Dickerson Family is 

proud to have kept their kitchen open in the face of hardships such as gentrification and the 

pandemic, both of which have taken a toll on businesses in the area. Additionally, even in 

the face of increased operating costs, they have kept their menu items affordable so that all 

can enjoy. The Dickersons have designed Welton Street Cafe as a place to celebrate life, a 

space for family gatherings, and a hub for information and communication; they carry Black 

news publications from both Denver and Colorado Springs.

We are excited to work with the Dickersons as they expand their business to better 

serve Denver’s Five Points community and feel honored that we can help bring needed 

resources to this noteworthy Denver establishment. 

The Welton Street Cafe is currently operating with limited carryout hours at a 

temporary location while simultaneously raising money to help renovate the new 

space at 2883 Welton. If you’d like to support Welton Street Cafe please visit 

weltonstreetcafe.com for more information on how to donate. =

H I S T O R I C  D E N V E R  N E W S

“What makes Welton 

Street Cafe so unique 

[compared] to the 

new development of 

Five Points is that it’s 

inclusive of everyone, no 

matter what your race 

is, your age, any type of 

identifier or social status. 

It’s always a place that 

will have diversity and 

inclusiveness” 

Fathima Dickerson 

Co-owner  

Courtesy Welton Street Cafe
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COLORADO’S CHICANO/A/X MURALS ADDED TO NATIONAL 11 MOST 

ENDANGERED HISTORIC PLACES LIST

by Lucha Martinez de Luna, Director of Chicano/a/x Murals of Colorado Project and 

Shannon Stage, Manager of Grants and Preservation Services at Historic Denver

In May, the National Trust for Historic Preservation named Chicano/a/x Community 

Murals of Colorado  to the 2022 list of the 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in the country. 

The murals are under threat due to rapidly gentrifying neighborhoods and a lack of legal 

protections that put these artworks at high risk of destruction and erasure. Colorado’s harsh 

climate also causes deterioration and fading that further threaten these murals.

The community murals represent the Hispano history and culture of Chicano/a/x people 

of Colorado; protecting them goes beyond aesthetics. Lucha Martinez de Luna, the Director 

of Chicano/a/x Murals of Colorado (CMCP) explains, “The Chicano/a/x community 

believes that erasure of these murals is more than a loss of artwork, it is an erasure of 

cultural identity and a signal that Chicano/a/x heritage ‘does not matter.’ In many instances, 

the murals were created by the community, for the community — literally illustrating the 

significance of these neighborhoods.” 

Many of the murals identified by CMCP were painted in the 1970s as an expression of the 

Chicano Movement. The Chicano Movement sought to address civil rights, land rights, labor 

rights, educational equity, and equal representation, and artist-activists created murals to 

inspire neighborhood pride and strengthen community. Just as the Civil Rights Movement of 

the 1960s and 70s used art as a means to educate young people and citizens-at-large, these 

murals showcase the significant contributions of Hispanos, Chicanos, Mexican Americans, 

and Latinos to American society.

As the artists who created them age or pass away, time is limited to restore and protect 

the murals. Since 1988, the National Trust has annually recognized threatened sites across 

the US, aiming to raise the public profile of the included sites and catalyze preservation action. 

The 2022 list is the first to include murals and reflects a growing commitment to recognize 

places that express our nation’s diversity.

“These murals are enduring artistic expressions of cultural identity and are powerful 

representations of history, creativity, and pride,” National Trust Chief Preservation Officer 

Katherine Malone-France added. “These murals should be recognized as significant 

contributions to our American cultural landscape that help ensure that our country’s full 

story is told.”

Historic Denver began partnering with CMCP in 2018, when we awarded an Action Fund 

grant to preserve three murals in the La Alma Lincoln Park neighborhood. Funding assisted 

with the purchase of a product called MuralShield™ to restore the paint color and protect the 

murals from harsh weather and graffiti. These funds also enable CMCP to install plaques next 

to the murals to heighten awareness of both the stories and the artists.

Historic Denver also assists CMCP in their conversations with the City of Denver as 

CMCP navigates the possibility of legal protections for murals and catalyzes action for places 

important to our shared heritage. While our support helps CMCP in one piece of their efforts, 

they need to raise awareness of the threat these murals face across the state. As Martinez de 

Luna notes, “The murals represent the memory of a people. They say ‘I am here’ and validate 

voices who are facing ever fewer cultural support systems.”

Although the exact number is unknown, it is believed that more than 40 such 

historic community murals exist across the state of Colorado. For additional photos 

and more information about the Chicano/a/x Community Murals of Colorado, visit 

chicanomuralsofcolorado.com

A TRANSFORMATIONAL REUSE  

HONORS EMILY GRIFFITH LEGACY

by Annie Levinsky, Executive Director

For 100 years, the buildings at 12th & Welton Streets were home to the Emily Griffith 

Opportunity School — the influential and pioneering legacy of an educator determined to 

create opportunity for all Denverites. When the programs moved in 2014, the buildings the 

school left behind represent not only Emily Griffith’s story but the generations of community 

members who passed through the halls.

It’s estimated 1.6 million people received an education through the school’s many 

programs at the original location. Emily Griffith first opened her school “for all who wished 

to learn” in the old Longfellow School, built on the site in 1882. Later, new buildings 

were added, including the 1926 Main Education Building on the southern edge of the 

site. Eventually the Longfellow School was demolished to make way for more expansion, 

including the 1947 Building, and the 1956 addition to it, which runs along Welton Street.

The former school reopened in May 2022 as The Slate Denver, a boutique hotel that 

honors Griffith’s legacy and ensures it remains part of our city’s architectural record. How this 

transformational adaptive reuse came about goes back 10 years and reflects the importance 

of advocacy, persistence, and preservation incentives.

In 2012, as the district began to plan for the future of the Emily Griffith programs, 

Denver Public Schools (DPS) began preparing to sell the 12th & Welton complex and filed 

for a Certificate of Non-Historic Status (now called a Certificate of Demolition Eligibility). 

Community response was intense, with an outcry over losing the buildings on land that had 

been in the public trust for nearly 150 years. Additionally, a DPS Historic Schools Policy 

adopted in 2002 had identified the school as a high priority for landmark designation. 

Historic Denver expressed immediate concern and reached out to district officials and 

school board members, who agreed to withdraw their application and engage in dialogue.

Ultimately, DPS and Historic Denver submitted a landmark designation application to 

protect all the buildings along Welton Street, while offering more flexibility for the buildings 

along Glenarm. Denver City Council approved the designation in 2016. Stonebridge, a 

hospitality company, purchased the entire block in 2017 and broke ground on the hotel reuse 

effort in 2019. Historic Denver provided resource information on tax credits and feedback on 

design concepts during the planning stages. 

The challenges and setbacks created by the COVID-19 pandemic made the hotel’s opening 

all the sweeter. The Slate Denver’s boutique property includes many nods to its educational 

heritage; future plans to activate buildings along the Glenarm side of the block will make 

“Emily’s Alley” one of the city’s most unique assets.

Emily Griffith moved to Colorado in 1895 and began teaching at Denver’s Central School 

in 1896. When she became the principal of the Twenty-Fourth Street School (later named 

Crofton Elementary) in 1915, Griffith began offering vocational and night courses for non-

traditional students. Once she saw the benefits of providing practical vocational training to 

entire families, Griffith began to campaign for the creation of a school in which there would be 

no age requirements or financial obstacles.

A 1915 Denver Post article quoted Ms. Griffith, stating, “I want the age limit for admission 

lifted and classes so organized that a boy or a girl working in a bakery, store, laundry or any 

kind of shop, who has an hour or two to spare, may come to my school and study what he or 

she wants to learn to make life more useful. The same rule goes for older folks too. I already 

have a name for the school. It is ‘Opportunity’.”

The school programs continue today as the Emily Griffith Technical College with multiple 

locations near downtown Denver. =

PRESERVATION

BRIEFS

Proud supporters of Historic Denver.

2490 Welton St �  720.457.2012  �  CRAINEARCH.COM

This mural, Sierras y Colores, was painted by Carlos Sandoval and is located in the town of San Luis, in Costilla County. 

Photo: Chicano/a/x Murals of Colorado Project 
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HISTORIC PROPERTIES deserve an EXPERT

Casey Miller 720.201.2755 
casey.miller@sothebysrealty.com

CaseyMillerProperties.com

CASEY MILLER
DENVER’S HISTORIC HOME EXPERT

Successfully Selling Denver’s Historic Homes

Pictured Above: The Richthofen Castle in Montclair, Sold by Casey in 2012.

H I STO R I C  D E N V E R  I N C .

SUPPORT HISTORIC DENVER /  

MOLLY BROWN HOUSE MUSEUM  
THROUGH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS:

MONTHLY KEYSTONE MEMBERSHIP

■ $5/mo ■ $10/mo ■  $20/mo ■  $100/mo

YEARLY MEMBERSHIP

Senior discount is $10 off the following membership levels

■ Individual $45/yr ■  Dual $65/yr 

■  Family $80/yr  ■   VIP Associate $125/yr

■ VIP Contributor $250/yr  

■  I would like to make an additional donation of $________________________________

Name(s) to appear on membership card(s):  ____________________________________

 __________________________________________________________________________

Address  ___________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ___________ Zip  ______________________

Phone  ____________________________________________________________________

Email  _____________________________________________________________________

___ Check Credit Card: ___ Visa ___ MasterCard ___ AmEx ___ Discover

Card Number: _________________________________ Exp. Date: ___________ ________

Verification #: _________________________________ Total: $ _________________ 

Signature:  _________________________________________________________________

Please make all checks payable to Historic Denver, Inc.

Historic Denver is a 501c3 organization and a portion of your contribution is tax deductible.

Please visit historicdenver.org/support to learn about the benefits at each membership level.

S U M M E R  2 0 2 2

rmdesignconst.com 303.646.3461

 

Celebrating 50 Years of the finest quality stonework, hand crafted 
by Haddonstone

Call 866 733 8225   Visit haddonstone.com

Amy Alleman

Marc Aviles

Todd Balistrire

Elisse Bauder

Lora Bauder

Lindsey Benton

Frieda Bernheim

Marilyn Bernier

Sam Betty

Anne Bond

Phil Bordeleau

Bonnie Boyer

Scott Boyer

Trish Bragg

Jenn Bregman

Jerry Bregman

Alberta Brehm

Sue Bruner

Michael Burke

Georgia Burleson

Laura D Burton

Derek Camunez

Brent Carr

Susan Carrizales

Anna Chapek

George Chelwick

Karen Christiansen

Genna Cinocco

Kara Cooper

Michael Coughlin

CJ Cullinan

Michael Dabney

Janet DeBell

John Dee

Michael DeNisco

Margaret DesCombes

Jenni Dyman

Margaret Ecton

David Emrich

David Erickson

Phyllis Eveleigh

Mira Fine

Maureen Flanigan

Monique Germone

Thomas J. Giovale

Patricia Goward

Lisa Gowlewski

Nancy Graham

Kim Grant

Stacy Grissom

Jennifer Grosz

Lauren Groth

Elnore Grow

Diane Hagge Horak

Dennis Hamann

Kerry Hammond

Rachel Hansen

Blair Harris

Emily Hazen

Suzanne Hefty

Thomas Hefty

Barbara H. Hernley

Rod Hernley

Derek Higgins

Jessica Higgins

Sandi Hill

Kris Hoehn

Tim Hoehn

Nancy Holt

Dennis Humphries

Vicki Jaynes

Marcia Johnson

William Johnson

Karen Johnston

E. James Judd

Katherine Kaley

Sarah Kavanah

Dan Kimpton

Kim Kimpton

Diana Kotch

Betty and Warren Kuehner

Dwayne Kurth

Sally Kurtzman

Christopher Lane

Lindsey Lane

Amy Leonard

Elaine Levengood

Jodi Litchfield

Hanna Loberg

Jack Lund

Ann Mann

Matt Mansi

Veronica Marvin

Kathie Massey

Michael Massey

Eva Mate

Thomas McClure

Cheryl Mee

Julie Meyers

Ken Miller

Betty Mitchell

Linda Moery

Mark D. Montoya

Wanda Montoya

Nathalye Moreno

Neal Mulville

Chris Murata

Jessica Newman

Gwendolyn V. Nossaman

Emily Orr

Bennett Parnes

Daniel Paulien

Raymond Popp

Carole Quint

Stacey Quint Zink

Megan Radigan

Naomi Reshotko

Richard B Robinson Saks

Patricia Romero

Martha Rooney Saitta

Nina Saks

Peggy Schaller

P.B. Schechter

Marshall Schecter

Katy Schweigerdt

Irene Seda

Carl Shushan

Mico Smith

Greg Sorensen

Joanne Spitz

John Steinle

Mary Steinle

Phil Sterritt

Michael Stipek

Peg Clover Stipek

John Stowell

Kristina Stowell

Kathleen Struble

Shane Sutherland

Lynn Taylor

Carolyn Thomson

Judy Trompeter

Marshall Unruh

Molly Urbina

Mary Voelz Chandler

Jennifer Wahlers

William Wall

Jeff Wallick

Marlene Wenk

William Wenk

Glenn Wentzel

William West

Bill Westheimer

Chuck Whinney

Barbara Wilcox

Joseph Wilcox

Joan Winstein

Tara Yack

Barbara J. Yost

Mark Zehrung

Mira Zevin

Thank You
New and Renewing Members April 1, 2022 - June 30, 2022
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A DEEPER DIVE! - BEACON OF 
HOPE 
July 19, 6pm • Virtual • Free, Donations 

Appreciated 

Angelica Harris and Adrian Saker from the 

Friends of the Titanic Lighthouse will take us 

back in time as they share their research and 

work to keep alive the memories of those 

lost on the Titanic. Harris will focus on her 

research journey to find her uncles, Alberto 

and Sebastiano Peracchio who were crew 

members in the A’ La Carte Restaurant on 

Titanic. She’ll discuss her findings for the 

book, Titanic The Brothers Peracchio: Two 

Boys and a Dream. Saker will share the story 

of the construction of the Titanic Memorial 

Lighthouse, known as a beacon of hope, and 

the history that finds it in its current New York 

City location. Registration required to attend.

A Deeper Dive! is our speaker series to 

accompany the Titanic exhibit, shown 

throughout the house from April-September. 

In this series, hosted by museum staff and 

Titanic experts (and others!), we’ll discuss 

the stories within the larger story of the 

Titanic disaster.  

EMPOWERED BY PLACE - 
WESTWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD 
WALKING TOUR WITH DR. NICKI 
GONZALES 
July 19 and August 16, 5:30pm 

$30/non-member, $25/member 

We’re taking Empowered By Place on the 

road... Morrison Road! Informed by the city’s 

recent Latino/Chicano Historic Context 

Study, Colorado State Historian Dr. Nicki 

Gonzales will explore the places, history, and 

community that make up the Westwood 

neighborhood. This 90-minute tour is 

presented in partnership with the Denver 

Architecture Foundation. 

1340 PENN - TRANS-ATLANTIC 
BOOZE CRUISE 
July 21, 7:15pm • Molly Brown House 

Museum • $16/member, $20/non-member 

Book your tickets now to explore (and taste) 

some of the popular cocktails that would 

have been found aboard passenger ships like 

the Titanic, which sailed during the golden 

age of cocktails. Food and cocktails included 

— sinking ship not guaranteed!

The Molly Brown House Museum’s 1340 

Penn series draws on the chilling tales and 

taboo topics found at Margaret Brown’s 

home. From sassy suffragists to soulful 

spirits, see 1340 Penn in a whole new light! 

MEET TWO OF THE LARGEST 
GROUPS ABOARD TITANIC
August 16, 6pm • Virtual • Free, Donations 

Appreciated 

Who else was traveling on “the ship of 

dreams” and what are their stories? Join 

authors Lilly Setterdahl and Leila Salloum 

Elias as they reflect on the large Swedish 

and Syrian contingents who were en route 

to America when their lives were forever 

changed. Leila Salloum Elias authored The 

Dream and Then the Nightmare: The Syrians 

Who Boarded the Titanic. Lilly Setterdahl 

authored Not my Time to Die: Titanic and the 

Swedes on Board. 

A Deeper Dive! is our speaker series to 

accompany the Titanic exhibit, shown 

throughout the house from April-September. 

In this series, hosted by museum staff and 

Titanic experts (and others!), we’ll discuss 

the stories within the larger story of the 

Titanic disaster.  

SUMMER SIP N’ CRAFT – 
SUFFRAGE ROSE 
August 27, 5pm • Molly Brown House 

Museum • $20/member, $25/non-member 

The continuous struggle for women’s 

participation and equality in all spheres of life 

and society is observed on Women’s Equality 

Day, August 26. To mark the day, artist Amy 

Marsh will guide you to create a beautiful 

one-of-a kind textured acrylic painting on a 

wood base. In the early 1900s, the women’s 

suffrage movement used the yellow roses to 

show support for a woman’s right to vote, and 

so too can you!  

SALON SERIES: WOMEN AS 
HEROINES IN THE 20TH 
CENTURY 
September 8, 7pm • Virtual • Free, 

donations appreciated 

 Using Margaret Brown’s own actions as 

the Titanic disaster unfolded, we’ll discuss 

women as heroes, as warriors, as spies, as 

do-gooders. Or simply put, women doing 

what must be done in the face of crisis as 

they’ve always done. Bring an example of 

your favorite heroine, real or imagined! 

The Salon Series is a FREE community 

conversation using the story of Margaret 

Brown to look back into history. Together 

we will discover how we have arrived at this 

moment and what we might do collectively 

to address issues. While this series is free, 

please register to attend. 

A SCREENING OF “THE 
SIX” WITH GUEST STEVEN 
SCHWANKERT 
September 15, 6pm • Alamo Drafthouse @ 

Sloan’s Lake • Tickets start at $30 

Mystery surrounds so many of the lives, 

both saved and lost, in the Titanic tragedy. 

One of those mysteries — what happened to 

the Chinese men aboard Titanic--intrigued 

documentary filmmaker Steven Schwankert 

enough that he took the deepest of dives to 

discover what happened to this group of men. 

Presented along with our friends at Colorado 

Asian Pacific United, join us at the Alamo 

Drafthouse to talk with Steven about 

this journey of discovery and then watch 

the documentary “The Six. In this not-

to-be-missed fundraising event for each 

organization, we’ll see what it takes to track 

down a Titanic mystery.

LIVING HISTORY TREK 
September 17, 9:30am 

Begins at the Molly Brown House Museum 

$17/member, $21/non-member 

Join us on a stroll through Capitol Hill to 

learn about its storied history. Along the way 

you’ll meet some of Mrs. Brown’s neighbors, 

who will come to life and share stories from 

Denver’s past. 

 

 

CURTIS PARK HOME TOUR 
September 24 and 25, 10am-3pm  

$20/member, $25/non-member 

Presented with our friends in the Curtis Park 

Neighborhood, tour inside homes and notable 

sites of Denver’s historically diverse Curtis 

Park where Queen Anne, Italianate, Eastlake, 

and Second Empire homes are interspersed 

with quaint cottages, duplexes and rowhouses 

built for the city’s first golden age. 

SAVE THE DATE! ANNUAL 
DINNER & AWARDS PROGRAM
October 13, 5-9pm • $195/Individual, $250 

Patron, Sponsorships starting at $3,000

Back at the Brown Palace for the 52nd time, 

Historic Denver will celebrate the individuals 

and preservation projects that make historic 

places succeed in the 21st century. The 

evening includes a popular cocktail hour, 

followed by a three-course dinner, award 

presentation, and live auction. Tickets and 

sponsorships now on sale.
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CALENDAR OF

EVENTS To purchase tickets to upcoming events visit: 

historicdenver.org

APRIL 1 - SEPTEMBER 25


